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Our Legacy 2017 Building Program in Marshall ISD is moving forward, and we have been looking 

back at various people, programs and events that have helped shaped MISD over the years in our 

“Red Brick Wall: Building A Legacy” series as we prepare to move into our new schools in 2017.

Each week in the Maverick Insider, we will feature an entry from our “Red Brick Wall: Building 

A Legacy” blog located at www.marshalllegacy.blogspot.com. The blog updates with a new article 

every Tuesday and Friday during the week, so check it out if you have not already done so and 

look back with us over some interesting moments and accomplishments in the history of our 

schools and our students.

Today’s entry irst appeared in the Marshall News Messenger on May 27, 1984. It chronicles the 
journey of MJHS student John Stephens, who qualiied to compete in the National Spelling Bee in 

Washington, D.C. in 1984.

Spunky Marshall Speller
Off To Make Texas First

Continued on next page

District adopts budget, 
sets tax rate for year

Story by NaNcy Smeltzer/lifeStyle editor

When John Stephens stepped off the plane in Washington, 

D.C., Saturday, he arrived not only as a regional spelling 

bee champion, but a one-man Chamber of Commerce for his 

hometown.

 John arrived in the nation’s capitol with 150 packets of 

information about Marshall, ranging from the new East Texas 

magazine to a welcome letter from Mayor Lane Strahan and a 

small clay pot from Marshall Pottery.

 The Marshall Junior High School student is in Washington to 

compete in the National Spelling Bee Wednesday and Thursday, 

but before he shows his prowess with words, he will introduce 

the 150 contestants to Marshall.

 The packet was an idea that grew from John’s interest in 

distributing his Spelling Bee Lines, a newsletter for spelling bee 

aficionados, and his cartoon strip, Prep, featuring Skip Swamp, 

to his fellow competitors. But as John said, he needed a package 

for his gift.

 Patti Harris at the Chamber of Commerce agreed to pro-

vide the “Marshall Loves Company” litter bags, so John and his 

mother went one step farther and filled them with other bits of 

information about the city.

 John, who will be representing the Dallas Morning News, 

has been working on his goal to compete in the national finals 

for two years. He carries his spelling bee “Bible,” a notebook 

containing about 750 pages of spelling words, ranging from the 

unpronounceable to the just plain weird. John admitted many of 

the words would rarely crop up in casual conversation, but in a 

spelling bee, anything goes...or anything contained in Webster’s 

T
he Marshall ISD Board of Trustees adopted the district’s budget and set the tax 

rate for the 2016-2017 school year during a public hearing and special called 

meeting Monday in the Pat Smith-Gasperson Board Room.

 The school board adopted a budget of $39,909,570.00 for the school year, 

which represents a one percent decrease from the 2015-2016 budget. A drop in total 

revenue provided by local, state and federal funding will create a $1.8 million budget 

deficit for the year, said Kristin Byrd, MISD Assistant Superintendent for Business and 

Financial Services.

 However, MISD is able to cover the deficit in this year’s budget with funds from 

the district’s fund balance account, which was just under $18 million at the beginning 

of last year.

 “An overall conservative approach to financial planning and budgeting in cur-

rent and prior years will allow MISD to cover the deficit in both the General fund and 

Food Service fund through the district’s fund balance, which is basically a savings 

account of past budget surpluses,” Byrd said.

 Byrd also pointed out that MISD opened the 2015-2016 year with a fund balance 

in the General Fund of $17,999,385 and $1,191,158 in the Food Service fund, and 

anticipates ending the year in a favorable position with a budget surplus which will 

offset the deficit budget adopted for 2016-2017.

 Included in this year’s budget was an adjusted teacher pay scale and step in-

crease, with a minimum of $2,150 per year for district teachers. The average increase 

was $4,050. Other district employees not subject to the teacher pay scale received a 

minimum three-percent pay increase.

 Overall, the district received 64 percent of its funding from local revenue 

($24,375,328), with the 2016 certified taxable value seeing an eight-percent de-

crease. State revenue makes up 35 percent of the budget ($13,178,959), with the 

district receiving $495,000, or one percent of the total budget, from other federal 

sources.

 The top three expenditure functions for the 2016-2017 budget are Instruction 

($22,968,515, or 58 percent); Maintenance and Operations ($3,678,959, or nine per-

cent), and School Administration ($3,158,180, or eight percent).

 The Food Service budget adopted Monday is for $3,017,752 in 2016-2017. 

Federal program revenue for food service in the district makes up 82 percent of the 

budget, or $2,225,000.00. The remaining 18 percent, or $487,000.00, comes from 

other local and state sources.
Continued on next page



Third New International Dictionary.

 John’s “Bible” contains words 

which date back to the national spell-

ing bee finals in 1957. “Even though 

you’ve got them, you have to learn 

them,” Mrs. Stephens said.

 Since May 18, John’s last day of 

school, he has spent about eight hours 

each day studying. His mother and 

brother, Steve, pronounce words for 

John to spell, but he often continues 

late into the night brushing up on 

words he has missed through the day. 

His father, Harry, supplied him with a 

list of food words to work with.

 Friends and fellow spellers from 

throughout the country have supplied 

John with tips on how to succeed at 

the bee. John knows that after the third 

round, the words will no longer come 

strictly from word lists. He’s banking 

on getting some little known word, 

something like “rijsttafel,” an Indone-

sian food, or “triskaidekaphile,” lover 

of the number 13.

 Such spelling prowess is bound 

to intimidate a few of his competi-

tors, John said. He’s familiar with the 

technique, and knows that his fellow 

spellers in the county were equal-

ly dismayed when they learned he 

would be competing against them last 

spring.

 But John won’t be stepping into 

the limelight alone. John will sport 

the latest in Skip Swamp wear, a knit 

shirt and slacks bearing a monogram 

of Skip. John said he has no plans 

to market a line of clothing, but the 

opportunity to introduce Skip to the 

world wasn’t one to be passed up.

 The Stephenses were in rare form 

Tuesday as they joked about the pros-

pect and pondered the “what if” ques-

tions about the future. John predicted 

success and claimed he already spent 

$500 of the $1,000 top prize -- half of 

it will go toward a computer and the 

other half toward a subscription to the 

Wall Street Journal.

 Mrs. Stephens said the jokes and 

levity were just one of their family’s 

ways of easing any pressure. Living 

with spelling words for almost two 

years can take a toll on anyone: the 

Stephenses are no exception.

 If anyone has put the competition 

into perspective for the family, Mrs. 

Stephens said it came from hometown 

celebrity Bill Moyers. He sent John a 

note from the Bahamas recently, she 

said. Its message will remembered 

long after the bee is over, she added.

 “Win or lose, you’ve brought 

honor to yourself, your family and your 

home town.”

Building A Legacy - continued
Overall, the Food Service budget will operate with a deficit 

of $305,752.00 this year, which will again be offset by the 

Food Service fund balance.

 The school board also adopted the tax rate for the up-

coming year Monday, setting the total tax rate at $1.33 per 

$100 valuation. The tax rate is broken down into two differ-

ent components -- $1.04 for Maintenance and Operations, 

and $0.29 for Interest and Sinking. The adopted tax rate is 

the same as the 2015-2016 school year.

 Other items discussed or acted upon on Monday by 

the board include:

 • Trustee Mrs. Charles Wilson asked the district 

to consider naming the athletic track in Maverick Stadi-

um in honor of the late Emma Bennett, former MISD track 

coach and Harrison County’s first and only female county 

commissioner. Coach Bennett led the MHS girls’ track and 

field team to 10 straight district championships during her 

career in MISD and recently passed away. Per board policy, 

the board will form a committee to gather community 

feedback about the naming of the track in Coach Bennett’s 

honor with possible action coming in a future board meet-

ing. 

 • Trustees voted to approve an update to EIC (LO-

CAL) – Academic Achievement Class Ranking, as presented 

by Mr. Hutcherson Hill, Assistant Superintendent for Admin-

istrative Services. 

 • Trustees voted to approve the final budget 

amendments for the 2015-2016 school year.

 The September regular meeting of the MISD Board of 

Trustees will be held on Monday, Sept. 19, at 5:30 p.m. An 

agenda review meeting will be held on Thursday, Sept. 15, 

at noon.

Board Meeting - continued

MHS Cheerleaders named All-American
Marshall High School cheerleaders at-

tended summer camp in July and brought 

home several awards, including Superior 

ribbons in chant and cheer competitions.

 The MHS Cheerleaders, under the 

direction of Mrs. Crystal Pyle, attended the 

National Cheerleaders Association Camp 

held at Southern Methodist University.

 Marshall had four students – senior 

and captain, Jamecia Hurd; junior and 

co-captain, Claire Rizzo; sophomore Kae-

leigh Clark; and mascot Camryn Williams 

– make the All-America team.Hurd, Rizzo 

and Clark will have the opportunity to 

attend the Orlando Thanksgiving Tour, 

where they will perform in the opening of 

the Magic Kingdom Park Main Street USA 

Parade at Disney World. Along with being 

named All-American as a mascot, Williams 

also earned the Most Improved Mascot 

Award at the camp.

 “Girls nominated for All-American 

can try out to make the All-American 

team,” said Pyle, in her first year as MHS 

cheer sponsor. “Only 12 percent of the 

girls from all of the squads who attend 

camp make the All-American team.”

 Both Varsity and Junior Varsity Mav-

erick Cheer squads earned “Superior” 

ribbons as a squad, with several MHS 

students earning “All-American” nomina-

tions.

 Varsity cheerleaders earning 

All-American nominations were Samantha 

Ashley, Madi Bice, Kaeliegh Clark, Fatima 

Cruz, Catayshia Dunn, Lauren Hill, Jamecia 

Hurd, Ashley McMullen, Claire Rizzo, Ally 

Sims, Brooke Stephens, Peyton West and 

Kinley Wilkins.

 JV cheerleaders nominated for 

All-American included Cloe Carter, Skylar 

Clark, Kaylee Coleman, Sydney Hart, Kay-

lin Hygh and Erin McCracken.

 To help the All-American Cheerlead-

ers with expenses for the trip, a GoFund-

Me account has been set up at https://

www.gofundme.com/2hdev8c. Pyle said 

there will also be a raffle and a give-back 

night at Chili’s in Marshall during Sep-

tember to allow for anyone who might we 

willing to help with sending the three MHS 

All-American Cheerleaders to Orlando.



Pre-K grant gives WECC students a boost
A grant from the Texas Education Agency awarded to Marshall ISD 

will assist the district in providing a solid base for pre-kindergarten 

students at Washington Early Childhood Center.

 The funding will provide MISD with $75,000 per year for the 

next two years which the district will use to focus on new curriculum 

initiatives targeted to students in pre-kindergarten. Also included 

in the plan are an increased focus on family engagement as well as 

professional development opportunities for WECC teachers.

 “I always believe that you should begin with the end in mind,” 

said Dana Harper, MISD’s new Interventions Coordinator and who 

will spend a great deal of her time working with and providing 

support to staff and students at WECC this year. “The end in mind for 

WECC is for students to be ready for kindergarten and ultimately 

begin their path to being prepared for college. The more ready the 

students are for kindergarten, the better their chances of getting 

into programs we offer in MISD such as STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Math) and AP (Advanced Placement).”

 The curriculum piece provided through the grant is called 

“Learning By Doing,” a program that had previously been used by 

new MISD Superintendent Dr. Jerry Gibson in his previous tenure 

at Coldspring ISD. The program, developed by Dr. Michele Burke 

of Aldine ISD, incorporates the philosophy of Montessori, which is a 

“child-centered approach to education designed to allow movement 

and collaboration to promote concentration and a sense of order.”

 “We will use the ‘Learning By Doing’ curriculum as a supplement 

to our Creative Curriculum we’ve been using at WECC for the last 

three years,” Harper said. “We will be using the language piece of 

‘Learning By Doing’ this year, which is truly a reading readiness pro-

gram.”

 Providing students with a firm foundation and start to reading 

success is a primary goal of the curriculum. In his three years as 

Superintendent at Coldspring ISD, Dr. Gibson found that the majority 

of students who had been through the ‘Learning By Doing’ curriculum 

entered kindergarten ahead of where they needed to be in terms of 

reading and comprehension.

 “This pre-kindergarten program is without exception the best 

thing that I have seen in education in the past three years,” said Dr. Gib-

son, who became MISD Superintendent this past June. “Pre-K lays the 

foundation for what students learn in their formative years. The great 

the foundation, the greater the absorption in a student’s experience in 

elementary school.”

 Gibson said that that previously in Coldpsring, fourth-grade stu-

dents would visit pre-kindergarten classrooms and read to the students. 

After implementation of the “Learning By Doing” curriculum, however, 

pre-k students then would visit fourth-graders and read to them.

 “What I have learned and observed in this curriculum is on the 

cutting edge in education,” he said. “It is hard to put into words the joy 

that I have when I go into a classroom of four- and five-year old stu-

dents and they ask me to sit down and they read to me. You can see the 

students’ joy in learning to read.

 “I cannot wait to see the students of MISD grow as we prepare 

them for kindergarten,” he added.

 Funds from the Pre-K grant will also be used for training all of 

the staff at WECC and also to provide classroom materials that both 

students and teachers will use.

 The Family Engagement piece of the program allows MISD to host 

monthly parent meetings based upon parent interests and needs.

 “In addition, we will have a parent center with technology,” Harper 

said. “This will allow our parents to have a place to search for jobs, 

develop resumes, and check student progress. Basically, we want to 

eliminate barriers for our parents.”

 In addition, the parent center will house a library of parenting 

literature, snacks and a suggestion box. The data collected will help 

make WECC a better place and the hope is to meet parent needs as 

they arise, Harper said.

Lobos vs. Mavs
7:30 P.M. TONIGHT • MAVERICK STADIUM



A day of progress lasts a 
lifetime for Skinner family

The stories behind the peoople who make Marshall 

and the Marshall Independent School District a special 

place to learn, live and work.

M
adison Skinner is just like any other 

seven-year old child in the summertime. 

She likes to swim, much like her older 

sister, Molly Michael, who is already swimming 

competitively as she prepares to enter the fourth 

grade at South Marshall STEM Academy.

 Madison, or Madie, as she is more well 

known, is entering the second grade at William 

B. Travis Elementary. She enjoys the freshness of 

dipping her face in the cool water of a swimming 

pool, or the exciting rush of entering the water after 

a trip down the slide.

 All of this is normal for most children over the 

course of a hot Texas summer in Marshall. But for 

Madie and her family, a simple pleasure such as 

swimming is something much more.

 It is a profile in courage.

15-20 Minutes

 Matt and Kristin Skinner, both graduates of 

Marshall High School, had celebrated the first birth-

day of their second child, Madie, in June of 2010 and 

were going about their normal, everyday lives in 

August of that year. Matt was working in Longview, 

and Kristin had a dental appointment the afternoon 

of August 25, 2010. Molly Michael was at preschool, 

and Madie was with a babysitter.

 Madie was 14 months old.

 Matt, a graduate of Baylor University, will 

never forget the phone call he received.

 “The sitter called me, and by the way she was 

talking I knew something had happened,” Matt 

recalls. “She was sobbing in the phone that Madie 

had fallen in the pool and the EMT’s were working 

on her in the ambulance. I found out later that the 

Marshall PD blocked every intersection en route to 

the hospital to ensure Madie got there as quickly as 

possible. With the CPR and medical attention given 

to Madie by MPD and Marshall EMT’s, she would 

not be here today. I want people to know we have 

an awesome town, school district, police and fire 

departments.” 

 Kristin, who graduated MHS in 1998 and went 

on to graduate from Texas A&M, was sitting in the 

dentist’s chair, across from the Good Shepherd 

Medical Center in Marshall, having a cavity filled.

 “I just remember the assistants kept coming 

back into the room and asking, ‘is she done yet? Are 

you finished yet?’”she said. “That happened three 

or four times before they finally came back and 

said, ‘ok, well she’s got to go.’”

 Both parents found out what had happened 

when they arrived at the emergency room at 

GSMC-Marshall. Madie had slipped out of the 

house and wandered into the swimming pool – 

alone. By the time she was discovered in the pool, 

several minutes had elapsed.

 The exact amount of time Madie spent floating 

unconscious in the swimming pool isn’t known.

 “We can only estimate…anywhere from 15-20 

minutes,” Matt said. “No one really knows.”

 Medical personnel told her parents that the 

brain ceases to function usually after seven minutes 

without oxygen. Using that as a gauge, for all intents 

and purposes, Madie drowned that day in the swim-

ming pool.

 But medical personnel managed to stabi-

lize her, despite the odds, long enough to allow 

Children’s Medical Hospital from Dallas to send a 

life-flight aircraft to Marshall. Kristin was the only 

parent allowed to ride in the aircraft with Madie 

back to Dallas, and Matt was preparing to follow 

them via car until some of his high school friends 

secured a private plane that allowed him to literally 

follow Kristin and Madie in the air.

 Things looked dark and bleak for the Skinners 

that day, which still remains a blur for a mom who 

simply wanted to see her little girl open her eyes 

again.

 “I don’t really remember much of what 

happened that day, to this day,” says Kristin. “All I 

know is that I was at the hospital and people kept 

telling me how sorry they were for us, for Madie. I 

finally had to just tell them to please stop telling me 

they were sorry, that I didn’t need to hear that. All I 

wanted was to get Madie where she needed to be 

so we could take care of her.”

 The staff at Children’s in Dallas cared for 

Madie around the clock for the next 2 ½ months. 

Matt and Kristin were told on several occasions that 

the brain damage suffered by the oxygen loss was 

anywhere from manageable to irreversable. They 

received so many medical opinions from different 

doctors throughout their stay that they finally began 

to tune most of it out.

 “It got to a point where all I wanted to say 

to anyone was that I don’t care what the odds are, 

Madie is going to be that kid that everyone talks 

about as a miracle,” Kristin said. “Madie was going 

to make it and be a miracle.”

 The days were long at first. The baby was 

unconscious for most of her early stay but Matt 

remembers a time late one night after a few days 

in Dallas in which a nurse woke him up from her 

bedside.

 “She called me over and said that she wanted 

me to see this,” Matt remembers. “I looked and 

Madie had opened her eyes and was looking 

around the room. She had the most beautiful baby 

blue eyes before the accident but at that moment 

her eyes were dark, a much different color. We 

didn’t know if she could even see us, so I just leaned 

over and started talking to her in her ear.”

 As the days progressed, Madie continued 

to defy the odds and predictions. The critical 72-

hour period passed and she began to be able to 

periodically breathe without being intubated. On 

the fifth day, she had her first seizure – a big seizure 

that did more damage to her and required her to be 

re-intubated. That proved to be the only seizure she 

experienced for years following the accident.

Story by David Weaver
MISD Director of Communications

Continued on next page

Madie at the annual Special Education Field Day event last May.



 She also went through a period of “neuro-storming,” a process in which 

the brain, after it has been basically shut off for a period of time, begins to fire 

back up similar to the reboot of a computer. At that point, basically every part of 

Madie’s body and every nerve ending began to “fire off” again, which created 

long periods of deep, prolonged pain for the little girl.

 “If she was awake, she was screaming, and sweating, and flexing every 

muscle in her body,” Kristin recalls. “That went on for months. She took so much 

medicine over that time, antibiotics, pain medication, all of it.”

 Eventually Madie progressed to a point where she began therapy, and at 

that point Matt and Kristin – who had been at her bedside every minute since 

the accident until that point – began switching off week-to-week. The intent was 

to have someone with Madie all the time while also having someone at home 

with Molly Michael, to give their oldest daughter some semblance of normalcy 

at the beginning of the school year.

Coming Home

 Madie’s fight continued into November, and she progressed enough in her 

recovery to be able to finally be released from Children’s just before Thanksgiv-

ing. At that point, the Skinners began the process of adjusting from a “normal” 

family life to one with a child who, just months earlier, and been just another 

one-year old to one with that child now having special needs and requiring 

extra care.

 But that didn’t matter to them, or their friends, or the Marshall community. 

Madie was home. Madie had fought and defied the odds. The Skinners and their 

host of friends began celebrating every day, because “it was another day with 

Madie in it,” Kristin said.

 At that point, Matt and Kristin also began formulating a plan as to returning 

Madie – and Molly Michael, for that matter – to a sense of peace and normalcy. 

They had watched their baby fight, make progress, suffer setbacks, and then 

fight some more. They had seen her improve through her therapy, and she 

began to make strides – some small, some large – over the next several months. 

Her constant progress energized them even more, and Kristin kept going back 

to what she told the doctors through first traumatic hours and days following the 

accident…

 “Madie is going to be one of those miracle stories everybody will talk 

about.”

 Months passed, and the Skinners fell into a routine of family – including 

countless hours with Madie at the doctor’s office for checkups and endless 

sessions of various therapy.

 Summer was fast approaching.

A Dip In The Water

 As the oldest child of Matt and Kristin Skinner, Molly Michael has never 

been afraid of the water. Her parents note that she began swimming at an early 

age and that she has developed such a love for it that she competes regularly as 

a young fourth grader.

 One of their questions during the recovery process with Madie was, how 

would the accident affect Molly Michael in regards to swimming?

 “We just decided to let her decide on her own,” Matt said. “If she wanted 

to ask questions, we would answer them. But we wanted to do everything we 

could to encourage her and show her that she didn’t have to be afraid of the 

water, that what happened to her baby sister was an unfortunate accident.”

 

So the Skinners were determined to return to the pool. Molly Michael kept on 

swimming and loving it, and Matt and Kristin admit that it was almost like a 

healing experience. Surprisingly, they had no reservations about swimming or 

swimming pools or enjoying typical, everyday summer activities.

 But what about Madie…?

 “We did not see any hesitation or fear from Madie around a swimming 

pool or water,” Kristin said. “We followed her lead. Our goal as her parents is to 

let her know that she is capable of doing anything she wants to do, and that in-

cludes getting in the water. If she wanted to get in the swimming pool, we were 

going to do everything we could to make sure she had no fears.”

 So the summer of 2011 – less than a year after she was retrieved, un-

conscious, from a swimming pool and literally having her life hanging in the 

balance – two-year-old Madie Skinner began taking swimming lessons.

 And now, five years later, she continues taking lessons. Her teacher the 

last few years has been Charisma Rosenquist, of Charisma’s Safe Splash Swim 

School. Matt and Kristin rave about her ability to connect with Madie both in the 

pool and out.

 “Madie would swim every day if she could,” Kristin said. “She loves to just 

dip her face in the water and sometimes drinks too much of it, of course, but that 

doesn’t stop her from wanting to try new things in the pool. She is just a deter-

mined kid who doesn’t believe there is anything she can’t do.

 “Of course, an adult is always in the pool with her and she uses devices 

and other things to help her, but she is swimming. That’s one thing we have 

learned from all of this and stress to other parents, it literally only takes a 

second for you to turn your back for accidents to happen. We are not afraid of 

anything, and Madie isn’t afraid of anything around a pool, but we also under-

stand that as parents we have to always watch and be aware. I think most parents 

understand that but sometimes we forget. It only takes a second if you are not 

careful,” she added.

 Matt remembers the looks he got when people realized that his near-

ly-drowned daughter was back in the water.

 “Some people thought we were crazy, some people probably said things 

that really don’t matter,” he said. “She is our daughter, and we make decisions 

based on what is best for her. Madie wanted to swim, so we let her swim. We 

take her to all kinds of therapy and MISD has been great for her at school, we 

love MISD. If she wasn’t showing improvement, then we may have not made 

some of the decisions. But she improves. She’s constantly getting better. So we 

keep going to therapy. And, she’s improving as a swimmer. Every year she does 

something in the pool that just blows us away.”

 Today, Madie requires some help standing and will usually be seen in 

a wheelchair at school. She does not communicate verbally but can hear and 

understand every word that is spoken to her. She has also begun learning sign 

language, and she can certainly communicate with a big, wide, wonderful smile. 

 Her parents continue to encourage her and her sister to smile as much as 

they can. Even around the swimming pool, which is still a subject that Matt and 

Kristin have to sometimes tip-toe around quietly but in a very positive way.

 “She doesn’t miss a word, so if we don’t want to get her too excited, we 

have to now spell the word S-W-I-M,” Matt said. “Otherwise, she’ll have us going 

to the pool all day every day.”

 That’s a price the Skinners are happy to pay for enjoying another day with 

Madie.

Madie with Winnie the Pooh during a trip to Disney World last spring, thanks to the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

Madie and her swim teacher, Charisma Rosenquist, having fun at swimming lessons.



South Marshall STEM Academy

Gage Erwin
Grade: Kindergarten
Teacher: Miss Schlebach

Malachi Turner
Grade: 1st
Teacher: Ms. Ashcraft

Julia King
Grade: 2nd
Teacher: Mrs. Duncan

Natalie Nafe
Grade: 3rd
Teacher: Mrs. Sanchez

Ahijia James
Grade: 4th
Teacher: Mrs. Turner

Marshall Junior High

MiKeyla McCray
• Grade: 7th
• Parents: Carman Stoker

• Teachers Team Name: Gifted 
Squad

• Favorite Subject: Math

• School Activities: Band, 
Athletics

• Hobbies/things I like to 
do outside of school: Listening 
to music

• What I like most about 
MJHS: Teachers take the time to 

make sure you understand

• What I want to be when I 
grow up: Lawyer

• Best thing about being a 
Marshall Maverick: We have a 

great support team.

Triyana “Tia” Patel
• Grade: 8th
• Parents: Manisha Patel

• Teachers Team Name: 
Brainiacs

• Favorite Subject: Science
• School Activities: Volleyball, 
National Junior Honor Society
• Hobbies/things I like to 
do outside of school: Reading, 
Volleyball
• What I like most about 
MJHS: Most students have a great 

attitude.

• What I want to be when I 
grow up: Marine Biologist

• Best thing about being a 
Marshall Maverick: We are a 

family.

Price T. Young Middle School

Denise Ann Chamness
• Grade: 5th
• Parents: Felicia Chamness

• Favorite Subject: Science
• Hobbies/things I like to do 
outside of school: I love to dance 
and spend time with my friends.

• What I like most about PTY: 
I like Science because we get to do 

a lot of experiments and learn about 

cool new things.

• What I want to be when I 
grow up: I want to be a doctor 

like the ones in the ER.

• Best thing about being a 
Marshall Maverick: Going to 
school in a district where my mom 

works.

Andrew Paul
• Grade: 6th
• Parents: Matt and Kelley Paul
• Favorite Subject: Art
• School Activities: Art, Athletics
• Hobbies/things I like to do 
outside of school: Soccer, football 
and baseball

• What I like most about PTY: 
All my friends and teachers.

• What I want to be when I 
grow up: A professional football 
player.

• Best thing about being a 
Marshall Maverick: Going to the 
Maverick games!



DaviD CroCkett elementary SChool

700 Jasper Dr., Marshall, TX 75672

903-927-8880   Principal: Melanie McCormick

SentenCe BuilDing
Students are learning how to distinguish features of a sentence in Mr. Lozano’s second-grade Bilingual classroom.

Jocelin Ramirez, and Yaritza Velazquez Jersson Trujillo, and Eduardo Monzon

Jennifer Garcia, Abigail Ragoyta, Joselyn Martinez Erick Hernandez, Yazmin Rodriguez, Gael Garcia



DaviD CroCkett elementary SChool

700 Jasper Dr., Marshall, TX 75672

903-927-8880   Principal: Melanie McCormick

Forming letterS
Mrs. Howell’s first grade students are practicing their letter formation on dry erase boards.

Daniel Soures, and Jaela Abraham Candavion Clabourne Kaleb Dessesaure, and Marcha Selestine

What’S in a name
Mrs. Warren’s first grade students are counting the letters in their name getting ready for a name graph.

Callie Grove Yudiel Fajardo, and Levi Cherry Chesney Lindemann



DaviD CroCkett elementary SChool

700 Jasper Dr., Marshall, TX 75672

903-927-8880   Principal: Melanie McCormick

Delivering BaCkpaCk Cheer
Kindergarten students sent a big “thank you” to KMHT and all other donors for our baackpacks illed with school supplies!

Thanks to James Duncan and Phyllis Bryan of KMHT for delivering the backpacks to our 
students!

Kelsie Wick, Kyron Webb Lukas Warden

truSt the proCeSS
Students in Ms. Coleman’s fourth grade class learn about the writing process.

 Dustin Henigan, Brooke Skinner LaQuavion George, Terry Taylor



a great Start
J.H. Moore was buzzing with activity on the first day of school.

J.h. moore elementary SChool

2303 Norwood St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8760   Principal: Nekeisha Adams Pegues

Summer Pursley, kindergarten

Ja’Niya Ward, Emperatriz Hernandez, Ver’Mazia Thomas, Angel 
Carranza

Zaitlyn Mack, irst grade Avery Golden, irst grade

Crystal Argote and Keshaelyn Daniels, irst 
grade

Tayler Hortman, irst grade Mrs. McGuire’s third grade class off and running  Landon Grifin, third 
grade



J.h. moore elementary SChool

2303 Norwood St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8760   Principal: Nekeisha Adams Pegues

FirSt impreSSionS
J.H. Moore teachers and students got to know each other at our annual Meet The Teacher Night.

Beverly Johnson with Elijah Bush, second grade Kellie Thompson with Katelyn Huffman, 
second grade

Jenelle Carpenter with Katia Espinoza, 
Charity Huffman and Isaiah Bush, fourth 

graders

Dana Taylor with Emily Huffman, fourth 

grade

Von Wallace with Karson Ford ESL teacher Ashley Key, with Aylin Badillo 
(third grade) and Emmanuel Badillo (kinder-

garten)

Michelle Bruce with Angel Carranza 

(kindergarten)

Robin Alexander with Ryan Porterield and 
Simara Thomas, kindergarten



J.h. moore elementary SChool

2303 Norwood St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8760   Principal: Nekeisha Adams Pegues

FirSt impreSSionS
J.H. Moore teachers and students got to know each other at our annual Meet The Teacher Night.

Millicent Dickoh with Kimberlyn Gray, kindergarten First grade team - Martha Weiser, 

Vicki Crosby, Inez Harris
Paraprofessionals, DaShaylon White and Teresa Humble, pass out

car rider numbers.

Elijah Wooten (third grade) and sister, Estrella Baez (second 

grade)

Lataushia Rosborough (assistant principal), Dr. Melinda 

Jennings, and Nakeisha Adams Pegues (principal)
Eric Hildreth (irst grade) and sister Victorian Hildreth (second 

grade)



preppeD anD reaDy 
J.H. Moore teachers enjoyed quality staff development in preparation for the school year.

Trista Carter (second grade teacher) talks to JHM staff about student journals. Staff listen intently during Staff Development sessions.

Staff listen intently during Staff Development sessions. Mrs. Adams Pegues, Lana Whitworth, Jill McKinnon, Andrea McGuire and Michelle Clark

J.h. moore elementary SChool

2303 Norwood St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8760   Principal: Nekeisha Adams Pegues



marShall Junior high SChool

699 West Houston St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8830   Principal: Jason Black

We are all in thiS together
Administration and staff of Marshall Junior High stepped out into the community and cooked hot dogs and developed relationships 

just prior to the start of school.

Shirley Campbelll and our new Principal, Jason Black Sheenah Johnson, Marcus Jones

Enjoying a hot dog and making friends in the community. Enjoying a hot dog and making friends in the community.



marShall Junior high SChool

699 West Houston St., Marshall, TX 75670
903-927-8830   Principal: Jason Black

a Sign oF gooD thingS
MJHS Yearbook students change the messaging on the school marquee to commemorate a great first week of school!



priCe t. young miDDle SChool

1501 Sanford St., Marshall, TX 75671

903-927-8850   Principal: Darnisha Carreathers

the FirSt Step ForWarD
Students and staff had a great first day of school together on Aug. 22, which is the last first day of school at what is now known as 

Price T. Young Middle School with the coming of a new elementary school on the site for next year.

New PTY ifth-grade students Karol Casas, Mia Garcia 
and Lexi Burkham are ready for the irst day of school.

PTY coach April Helton stood ready to greet students. PTY Cafeteria Manager, Petra Franklin, and PTY Principal, 

Darnisha Carreathers

Mrs. McCray, ifth grade teacher, and other staff and students 
were greeted to campus Monday morning by Wiley College 

students.

Child Nutrition cook Carolyn Dollar was working and 
greeting our students with a big smile on the irst day 

of school.

MISD 2015-2016 Secondary Teacher of the Year Vicki Hines, 
with new ifth grade teachers Jana Fowler, Regina Durley, 

and Bryten Johnson.



priCe t. young miDDle SChool

1501 Sanford St., Marshall, TX 75671

903-927-8850   Principal: Darnisha Carreathers

Diving into SCienCe
Students are off to a great start learning in Mrs. Bowden’s sixth 

grade Science class.

SWeet tooth
Thanks to Mr. Sherman Brisco of SBW Orthodontics, who de-

livered a tasty cake to members of the PTY faculty and staff to 

celebrate the start of a new school year!

Jump Start
Ms. Carreathers, Principal, talking to the PTY student body during our daily morning Jump Start.



roBert e. lee elementary SChool

1315 Calloway St., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8890   Principal:s Sherry Davis, David Simpson

the ‘a’ team
Robert E. Lee would like to give a big shout out to Mrs. Davis 

and Mr. Simpson, our 2016-2017 Co-Principals.

Better together
Teamwork is a great thing in Mrs. Montgomery’s kindergarten 

class!

DoWn time
Lunch time is the best way to catch up with old friends!



roBert e. lee elementary SChool

1315 Calloway St., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8890   Principal:s Sherry Davis, David Simpson

Sparkle
Mrs. Christopher’s fourth grade class utilizes the 

game “Sparkle” to learn their spelling words.

playing it Cool
Mrs. Carroll, Ms. Cooks and Mrs. Blohm, first-grade team.

into the laB
Ms. Dixon’s third grade students are ready for Science lab.

a gooD Supply
Mrs. Terri Brown from Citizens National Bank 

made a donation to Robert E. Lee for school 

supplies

Diving in
There was no time to waste on the first day of school, as we started the 

year off teaching and learning together!



roBert e. lee elementary SChool

1315 Calloway St., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8890   Principal:s Sherry Davis, David Simpson

Sugar ruSh
Thank you to Andrew Hansen from SBW Orthodontics for 

donating a cake to our wonderful staff.

kahoot
Fourth grade students in Mrs. Onofre’s class re-

viewing Math vocabulary by playing “Kahoot.”

meet anD greet
It’s always a fun time to Meet The Teacher at Rober 

E. Lee!



South marShall Stem aCaDemy

71600 Meadow., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8770   Principal: Jerry Hancock

neW BeginningS
South Marshall STEM Academy is off to a fantastic start in 2016-2017!

Who’S the BoSS?
First day lunch fun with our new Principal, 

Mr. Jerry Hancock.

kagen kinDerS
Kindergarten students using Kagan Struc-

tures to learn about each other.

Filling up
Lunch is ALWAYS fun with your new 

friends! 

tag team
Fourth grade STEM name tag challenge...students created a name tag on the first day of school. Challenge requirements included 

design of a name tag that could stand up, with name included and a moveable part.



South marShall Stem aCaDemy

71600 Meadow., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8770   Principal: Jerry Hancock

reaDy to roll
Our teachers were primed and ready to greet students at Meet The Teacher.

take a Break
Playground fun with South Marshall STEM 

Academy kindergarten friends. 

it’S in the Bag
South Marshall kindergarten students say “thank you” to KMHT for the awe-

some homework backpacks!



South marShall Stem aCaDemy

71600 Meadow., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8770   Principal: Jerry Hancock

StuDentS FirSt
Thank you to Oakwood House Assisted Living Center, Chamber 

Ambassador Brooke Collier and many other Greater Marshall 

Chamber of Commerce members who supplied valuable time 

and financial resources to benefit Mrs. Blair Furrh’s fourth grade 

class at South Marshall. 

SoCial netWork
Mrs. Zaragoza’s third grade students create their class “Social 

Contract” to use for the school year.

giving BaCk
Mrs. Terri Brown of Citizens National Bank came with a do-

nation check from her staff to South Marshall students. Mrs. 

Brown attended South Marshall as an elementary school 

student and she and her staff are always happy to participate. 

Mrs. Brown presented the check to SMSA Principal, Mr. Jerry 

Hancock.

parent magiC
South Marshall kindergarten students volunteer to help make 

“Magic Clay” for our students’ first STEM project.



South marShall Stem aCaDemy

71600 Meadow., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8770   Principal: Jerry Hancock

a BoWl oF magiC
South Marshall STEM kindergarten students complete their first project of the year. Teacher Mrs. Ashlee Alexander led students as 

they created “Magic Clay” and learned about the Scientific Process and safety. We sure hope all wishes come true!



Sam houSton miDDle SChool

2905 E. Travis St., Marshall, TX 75672
903-927-8860   Principal: Angela Fitzpatrick

lunCh BunCh
Introducing the Sam Houston Middle School “Lunch 

Bunch!”

great expeCtationS
Student Orientation at SHMS...Mrs. Fitzpatrick presented a wonderful 

presentation to our students on how to dress to impress and things to 

look forward to as the year progresses.

Don’t touCh
Students in Mrs. Shannon Ryan’s fifth grade 

class had a STEM “Cup Challenge.” The stu-

dents couldn’t touch the cups with any part 

of their body and they had to build the tallest 

structure they could.
SenSe oF Community
We are grateful to the Wiley College Baseball team for showing up to greet and 

welcome our students on the first day of school on Aug. 22!



William B. traviS elementary SChool

300 W. Carolanne, Marshall, TX 75672

903-927-8780   Principal: Nancy Fessler

BaCkpaCk time
Many thanks to our friends from KMHT for delivering backpacks with school supplies to students in Mrs. Billingslea, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. 

Lightfoot and Mrs. Loyd’s kindergarten classes.

BaCk to SChool
The Travis theme this year is “Superheroes,” and the sign fairy 

visited on the first day as a treat from our awesome PTA!

SWeet treat
Thanks to First Baptist Church for providing special treats for 

WBT teachers and staff to kick off the school year.



g.W. Carver elementary SChool

2302 Holland St., Marshall, TX 75670

903-927-8870   Principal: Loyed Jones

FielD oF DreamS
The students at George Washington Carver Elementary were greeted on the first day of school Monday morning by the Wiley Col-

lege Baseball team. The Wiley players assisted students out of cars and off the bus. What a great way to start the school year! Thank 

you Wiley Wildcats!





 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Email: parkerbm@marshallisd.com or 

 Place: MHS Classroom 109 

                                                                                                                                                                          


